R i
All types of public and private (bth sclr and non-secular) elementary (including pre-kindergarten),

Ch eCinSt fo r Pre-K to G rad e 12 middle, and high schools must develop and submit plans for reopening and operating for the duration of

. the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. Plans should reflect engagement with school stakeholders and
Sch ool Reo pen 1 ng Pla ns community members, including administrators, faculty, staff, students, parents/legal guardians of students,
local health departments, local health care providers, and, where appropriate, affiliated organizations (e.g.,
union, alumni, and/or community-based groups). Each school district, BOCES, charter school, and private
school must develop and submit a plan that, at minimum, covers the topics included in this document. See
"Interim COVID-19 Guidance for Pre-K to Grade 12 Schools" for more information.

During the COVID-19 public health emergency, schools are accountable for staying current with any
updates to local, state, and federal requirements related to Pre-K to Grade 12 education and activities, and
incorporating those changes into their operations.

Reopening Plan Core Health and Safety Principles

Core Principles and + | Responsible Parties: Responsible Parties shall be responsible for developing the plan, affirmingto
Definitions havingread and adhere to this guidance, and meeting the standards set forththerein. For school
districtsand BOCES, thedistrict superintendent, or another party as may be designated by the
districtsuperintendent, and for private and charter schools, the head of school, or another party
as may bedesignated by thehead of school, is the Responsible Parties. The designated party can
be anindividual or group of individuals responsible for the operations of the school or schools.

+ | Face Coverings: Responsible Parties must maintain protocols andprocedures for students,
faculty, staff, and other individuals to ensure appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) is
used to protect againstthe transmissionof the COVID-19 virus when on school groundsandin
school facilities. Specifically, appropriate PPE means, atleast, an acceptable face covering, which
is stronglyrecommended to be worn by all individuals atall times butisrequired to be worn any
time or placethatindividuals cannot maintain appropriate social distancing. However, if face
coveringsaretobeworn by all individuals atall times, Responsible Parties should allow students
to removetheir face covering during meals, instruction, and for short breaks so long as they
maintain appropriate social distance. Acceptableface coveringsinclude butarenotlimited to
cloth-based face coverings (e.g.,, homemade sewn, quick cut, bandana), and surgical masks that
cover both the mouth and nose.

+/ | Social Distancing: Responsible Parties must maintain protocols and procedures forstudents,
faculty, and staff to ensure appropriate social distancing to protect against the transmission of the
COVID-19 virus when on school grounds and in school facilities. Specifically, appropriate social
distancing means sixfeet of spacein all directions between individuals or use of appropriate
physical barriers between individuals that do not adversely affectairflow, heating, cooling, or
ventilation, or otherwise presenta health or safety risk. If used, physical barriers mustbe putin
placeinaccordance with United States Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) guidelines, and may include strip curtains, cubicle walls, plexiglass or
similar materials, or other impermeable divider or partition.

v | Spaces:To reducesocial density, Responsible Parties should consider and assess additional
and/or alternateindoorspace(s) that may be repurposed for instruction or other required
purposes in support of in-person instruction within the school facility, school grounds, municipal
facilities, municipal grounds, or community (e.g., community centers), as well as outdoorspace(s)
where health and safety conditions (e.g., allergies, asthma) allow for such potential usage.
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During the COVID-19 public health emergency, schools are accountable for staying current with any
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Reopening Plan Core Health and Safety Principles

Core Principles and | /| In-PersonInstruction: To ensureequity in education, Responsible Parties should prioritize efforts
Definitions (cont'd) to return all students to in-personinstruction atthis time. However, based on the dynamicnature
of local community transmission of the COVID-19 virus, a phased-in approach or hybrid model
combiningin-person instruction and remote/distance learning maybe necessaryatvarious times
through the 2020-2021 school year. In planning for these approaches and models, school plans
shouldindicateif certain students will be prioritized to return to in-person instruction first or
morefrequently based on educational or other needs (e.g., early grades, students with
disabilities, Englishlanguage | earners), given requirements for equity, capacity, social distancing,
PPE, feasibility, and learning considerations.

| Cohorts: Responsible Parties should “cohort” students, to the extent practicable, to limit
potential exposureto the COVID-19 virus. Cohorts, particularly for younger students, areself-
contained, pre-assigned groups of students with reasonable group size limits setforth by the
Responsible Partiesintheir plans. Responsible Parties should enact measures to prevent
intermingling between cohorts, to the extent possible (e.g., separationby appropriate social
distancing, particularlyif thereare multiple cohortsinonearea). Responsible Parties should make
reasonable efforts to ensurethat cohorts are fixed—meaning contain the same students —for the
duration of the COVID-19 public health emergency. Faculty may instruct morethan onecohortso
longas appropriate social distancingis maintained.

+/ | Screening: Responsible Parties mustimplement mandatory health screenings, including
temperature checks, of students, faculty, staff, and, whereapplicable, contractors, vendors, and
visitors to identify any individuals who may have COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to the
COVID-19 virus. Specifically, allindividuals must have their temperature checked eachday.fan
individual presents a temperature of greater than 100.0°F, the individual must be denied entry
into the facility or sentdirectly to a dedicated area prior to being picked up or otherwise sent
home. Responsible Parties mustalso use a daily screening questionnaire for faculty andstaff
reportingto school; andperiodicallyuse a questionnaire for students, particularlyyounger
students, who may require the assistance of their parent/legal guardian to answer. Remote
health screening (e.g., by electronic survey, digital application, or telephone, which may involve
the parent/legal guardian) before any individual reportsto school, is strongly advised.
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Reopening Plan Core Health and Safety Principles

Core Principles and | | Transportation: Consistent with State-issued public transit guidance, Responsible Parties must
Definitions (cont'd) develop protocols and procedures, whichinclude thatindividuals must wear acceptableface
coveringsatalltimes onschool buses (e.g., entering, exiting, and seated), and thatindividuals
should maintain appropriate social distancing, unless they are members of the same household.
Responsible Parties should encourage parents/legal guardians to drop off or walkstudents to
school to reducedensity on buses.

v | Food Services: Responsible Parties must continueto provide school breakfastand/or lunchto
students who were previously receivingschool meals, both on site and remote. For students on
site, Responsible Parties must provide meals while maintaining appropriate social distancing
between students. Students do not need to wear face coverings when seated andeatingso long
as they areappropriately sociallydistanced. Responsible Parties mayserve mealsin alternate
areas (e.g., classrooms) or staggered meal periods to ensure social distancing and proper cleaning
and disinfection between students.

+ | Ventilation: Responsible Parties should increase ventilation with outdoor air to the greatest
extent possible (e.g., opening windows and doors) while maintaininghealth and safety protocols,
particularly for younger students.

+ | Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection: Responsible Parties mustadhereto and promote hygiene,
cleaning, and disinfectionguidance setforth by New York State Department of Health (DOH) and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Responsible Parties musttrain all students,
faculty, and staff on proper hand andrespiratory hygiene. Responsible Parties must maintain logs
thatincludethedate, time, and scope of cleaning and disinfection, as well as identify cleaning
anddisinfection frequencyfor each facility andarea type and assign responsibility to staff.

+ | Contact Tracing: Responsible Parties must notifythe stateand local health department
immediately upon beinginformed of any positive COVID-19 diagnostictest result by anindividual
within school facilities or on school grounds, including students, faculty, staff, and visitors. In the
caseofanindividual testing positive, Responsible Parties must develop and maintain plans to
supportlocal health departmentsin tracing all contacts of theindividual, in accordance with the
protocols, training, andtools provided through the i
Confidentiality mustbe maintained as required by federal and state law and regulations.
Responsible Parties must cooperate with all stateandlocal healthdepartment contacttracing,
isolation, and quarantine efforts.
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Reopening Plan Core Health and Safety Principles

Core Principles and + | Returnto School: Responsible Parties mustestablishprotocolsandprocedures,in consultation
Definitions (cont'd) with the local health department(s), about the requirements for determining when individuals,
particularly students, who screened positive for COVID-19 symptoms canreturn to thein-person
learning environmentatschool. Thisreturnto school protocol shall include, at minimum,
documentation from a health care provider followingevaluation, negative COVID-19 diagnostic
test result,and symptomresolution, or if COVID-19 positive, release fromisolation. Responsible

Parties shouldrefer to DOH’s “Interim Guidance for Public and Private Employees Returning to

Work Following COVID-19 Infectionor Exposure” regarding protocols and policies for faculty and
staff seekingto return to work after a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 or after the

faculty or staff member had close or proximate contact with a person with COVID-19.
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(minimum requirements)

Reopenin Capacity: Phasing and quantity of students, faculty, and staff allowed to returnin-person,

p g . . ape . . . . . .
Protocols and considering factors suchasability to maintainappropriate social distance, personal protective
procedures for equipment (PPE) availability, local medical capacity, andavailability of safe transportation;
restarting school Social distancing: Protocols and procedures for students, faculty, and staff to ensure appropriate
operations including social distancing when on school grounds and in school facilities;

students, faculty, and

staff returning to in- PPE and Face Coverings: Protocols and procedures for students, faculty, staff, and other

person instruction. individualsto ensureappropriate PPEis used to protectagainstthe transmission of the COVID-19

virus when on school grounds and in school facilities. Plans forall students, faculty, and staff to
havethe required PPE (i.e., acceptable face coverings) before entering school facilities, grounds,
or any other space owned or administered by the school or school district (e.g., school buses);

Operational Activity: Determinations on how classes, shared spaces, and activities may be
adaptedinvarious phases of learningandoperations (e.g., identify which, ifany, students will be
offered alternate approaches, such as alternative schedules or hybrids of in-person and remote
learning; howadditional andalternative—school andnon-school—spaces can beused for,orin
supportof,in-personinstruction; how such schedules couldbe administered to create overlapfor
students fromthe samehousehold; how shared spaces, suchas cafeterias, libraries, playgrounds,
and gymnasiums, will be modified andused; andif and how cohorts will beimplemented).
Policies regarding field trips, special congregate events, and visitors considering risks for COVID-
19 transmission, as well as protocols and procedures for social distancing, PPE usage, and cleaning
and disinfection, which may include conducting virtual events;

Restart Operations: Plans to safely reopen facilities and grounds, such as cleaningand
disinfection, andrestarting building ventilation, water systems, and other key facility
components, as applicable;

Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection: Protocols and procedures for school-wide cleaningand
disinfection of classrooms, restrooms, cafeterias, libraries, playgrounds, school buses,andall
other school facilities, as well as training and promotion of hand and respiratory hygieneamong
all individualsin school facilitiesandon school grounds;
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(minimum requirements)

Reopening (cont'd) Extracurriculars: Policies regarding extracurricular programs and which activities willbe allowed,
considering social distancing, PPE usage, andcleaningand disinfection, as well as risk of COVID-19
transmission (e.g., interscholastic sports, assemblies, and other gatherings). Policies should
considerhow to maintain cohorts, if applicable, or members of the same household. Schools
Responsible Parties should refer to DOH’s “Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation During the

COVID-19 Public Health Emergency” to assistin development of these policies; however,

interscholasticsports arenot permitted at the time of publication of the guidance, and additional

information on athletic activities is forthcoming;

Before and Aftercare: Policies regarding before and aftercare programs, considering social
distancing, PPE usage, and cleaning and disinfection requirements, as well as risk of COVID-19
transmission. Policies should consider how to maintain cohorts, if applicable, or group members
of the samehousehold;

Vulnerable Populations: Policies regarding vulnerable populations, including students, faculty
andstaffwhoareatincreased riskfor severe COVID-19 illness, and individuals who may not feel
comfortablereturningto anin-person educational environment, to allow themto safely
participatein educational activities and, where appropriate, accommodate their specific
circumstances. These accommodations may include butare not limited to remotelearning or
telework, modified educational or work settings, or providing additional PPE to individuals with
underlying health conditions. Responsible Parties mustalsoidentifyand describeany
modifications to social distancing or PPE that may be necessary for certain student or staff
populations, including individuals who have hearing impairment or loss, students receiving
languageservices, and young studentsin early education programs, ensuring thatany
modifications minimize COVID-19 exposureriskfor students, faculty, and staff, to the greatest
extent possible;
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(minimum requirements)

Reopening (cont'd) Transportation: Consistent with State-issued public transit guidance, protocolsandprocedures,
whichincludethatindividuals must wear acceptable face coveringsatall times on school buses
(e.g., entering, exiting, and seated), and thatindividuals should maintain appropriate social
distancing, unlessthey are members of the same household. Protocols and procedures should
include how school buses will be adapted to keep students and staff safe (e.g., howface
coverings will be provided to students inneed, how members of the samehouseholdwill be
seated together, howsocial distancing will be conducted on buses, whether bus schedules will be
adapted to accommodate reduced capacity, whether any health screening will be conducted at
home before students board buses, how parents/legal guardians will be encouraged to drop off
or walk students to reduce density on buses);

Food Services: Protocols and procedures foronsiteand remote food services for students,
considering appropriate social distancing and any modifications to servicethat may be necessary
(e.g., providing mealsin acombination of classrooms and cafeterias, staggering meal periods).
Measures to protect students with food allergies if providing mealsinspaces outside the
cafeteria.Protocols and procedures mustalsoinclude how students will perform hand hygiene
beforeand after eating, how appropriate hand hygiene will be promoted, and how sharing of
food and beverages will be discouraged. Additionally, protocols and procedures mustaccount for
cleaningand disinfection priorto the next group of students arriving for meals, if served inthe
samecommon area (e.g., cafeteria);

Mental Health, Behavioral, and Emotional Support Services and Programs: Availableresources
and referralsto address mental health, behavioral, and emotional needs of students, faculty,and
staff when school reopens for in-person instruction (e.g., how they will identify and support
students having difficulty with transitioning back into the school setting, especially given the
changed school environment). Any training for faculty andstaff on howto talk with, and support,
students during and after the ongoing COVID-19 public health emergency, as well asinformation
on developing coping andresilience skills for students, faculty, andstaff;and
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(minimum requirements)

Reopening (cont'd) Communication: Communications plans for students, parents/legal guardians of students, faculty,
staffand visitorsthatincludes applicableinstructions, training, signage, anda consistent means to
provideindividuals with information. Plans should describe how schools will communicate with
students and families about preparing for the upcoming year, which should include adapting to
social distancing requirements, properly wearingface coverings, and proper hand andrespiratory
hygiene. Consider developing webpages, text and email groups, and social media to disseminate
information. Schools should develop communication plansin multiple languages, as necessary.

Monitoring Screening: Protocols and procedures for mandatoryhealth screenings, including temperature
checks, of students, faculty, staff, and, where applicable, contractors, vendors, and visitors to
identify anyindividuals who may have COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to the COVID-19
virus. Responsible Parties should consider limiting the number of visitors permitted on school
grounds or in school facilities, and, if visitors are allowed, screening of suchvisitors;

Protocols and
procedures to track
health conditions at
schools.

Testing Protocols: Process for the provision or referral of diagnostictesting for students, faculty,
and staff for COVID-19, in consultationwith local health department officials, when needed,
which should include plans for testing of symptomatic individuals, close contacts of COVID-19
suspected or confirmed individuals, and individuals with recentinternational travel or travel
within a state with widespreadtransmission of COVID-19 as designated through the New York
State Travel Advisory, beforeallowing suchindividualsto returntoin-personto theschool;

Testing Responsibility: Identification of who in the community is responsible for referring,
sourcing, andadministering testing (e.g., local health department testing site, physician offices,
hospital system, etc.), particularly in the eventthat large-scaletestingattheschool is needed;
and

Early Warning Signs: Defined metrics thatwill serveas early warning signs that positive COVID-19
cases may beincreasing beyond an acceptablelevel, as established by stateand local health
departments; defineand deploy method(s)to monitor against suchmetrics.
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(minimum requirements)

Containment School Health Offices: Protocolsforsafelycaring for a student, faculty, or staff member if they
Protocols and develop symptoms of COVID-19 during the school day;

procedures forhow to Isolation: Procedures to isolate individuals who screen positive upon arrival, or symptomatic
respond to positive or

individuals shouldthey become symptomaticwhileatschool, providing appropriate PPE for
school health office staff caring for the symptomaticindividual. Protocols for safe transportation,
including pick-uparrangements, if applicable, for symptomatic students, faculty, and staff;

presumed-positive

cases, as well as

preventative practices.
Collection: Protocols for how parents or legal guardians should pickup their student with
instructions thatthestudentmustbeseen by a health care provider;

Infected Individuals: Requirements that persons who have tested positive completeisolation and
haverecovered, and will not transmit COVID-19 when returning to in-person learning. Discharge
fromisolationand returnto school will be conducted in coordination with thelocal health
department;

Exposed Individuals: Requirements thatindividuals who were exposed to the COVID-19 virus
complete quarantineand have notdeveloped symptoms beforereturningto in-personlearning.
Dischargefrom quarantineand return to school willbe conducted in coordination with thelocal
health department;

Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection: Adherence to, and promotion of, hygiene, cleaning,and
disinfection guidance setforth by DOH and CDC, including strategies for cleaning and disinfection
of exposed areas and appropriate notification to occupants of such areas;

Contact Tracing: Plans to supportlocal health departments in contact tracing efforts using the
protocols, training, andtools provided through theNew York State Contact Tracing Program—an
initiative between the Department of Health, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health, andVital Strategies; and

Communication: Plans to share protocols and safety measures taken by the school with all
relevant parties including parents/legal guardians, faculty, staff, students and thelocal
community.
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(minimum requirements)

Closure Closure triggers: Identification of the conditions that may warrant reducing in-personeducation
i or closingtheschool, in consultation with stateand local health departments, andplan foran

Contingencyplans, dortvel .

protocols, and orderlyclosure;

proceduresfor Operational Activity: Determinationof which operations will be decreased, or ceased and which

decreasing the scale or
scopeofin-person
education, and/or
closing the school. Communication: Plan to communicateinternallyand externally throughout the closure process.

operations will be conducted remotely;include process to conduct orderly closures which may
include phasing, milestones, and involvement of key personnel;and
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